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Technology in Fire Investigations

November 13,2026
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TECHNOLOGY FOR THE
FIRE INVESTIGATOR:
No TECH, Low TECH,
AND HIGH TECH

November 13, 2026

Maine Public Safety Building
45 Commerce Drive
Augusta, ME

Presented by

Maine Chapter of the
International Association of
Arson Investigators

P.0. Box 1101 Auburn, ME 04211-1101
WWW.MAINEIAAI.COM



http://WWW.MAINEIAAI.COM

Speaker: Robert Toth, IAAI-CFI

Robert Toth began his professional career in the fire
service, dedicating nearly 21 years to this field.
During his last decade in the service, he
transitioned to law enforcement, specializing in fire
investigations within both the public and private
sectors. In 2002, following his retirement from the
fire service, he established IRIS Fire Investigations,
Inc., where he currently conducts origin and cause
investigations in Colorado and neighboring states.

In addition to his investigative work, Robert is highly
regarded for his expertise and frequently sought
after to deliver lectures and presentations on
various topics. These include fire investigations,
NFPA 921, interviewing techniques, internet
technology, and digital photography training. His
extensive knowledge has been shared with public
agencies and private enterprises throughout the
United States, as well as internationally in countries
such as Canada, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Botswana,
and South Africa.

Furthermore, Robert is honored to have held the
esteemed position of President within the
International Association of Arson Investigators
(IAA).

Program Synopsis:

Technology does not have to be expensive,
complicated, or cutting-edge to make a fire
investigator more effective. Sometimes the
best solution is a simple tool repurposed for the
fire scene; other times it may be a smartphone
or tablet already in your pocket. And
increasingly, investigators have access to
sophisticated technologies capable of changing
how we document, measure, preserve,
analyze, and ultimately explain a fire scene.
Technology for the Fire Investigator: No
Tech, Low Tech, and High Tech is a three-
hour program designed to explore that entire
spectrum—ifrom practical “why didn’t | think of
that?” field solutions to emerging technologies
that are reshaping modern fire investigation.
This will not be a catalog of gadgets. The focus
is on the investigator: identifying a problem,
selecting the right tool, understanding what that
tool can—and cannot—tell you, and
incorporating technology into a systematic
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investigation without allowing it to replace sound
investigative methodology and professional
judgment. We will look at practical approaches to
scene documentation, measurements,
photography, note-taking and evidence
examination, along with higher-technology
options that can expand an investigator’s
capabilities. Whether you work with a limited
equipment budget or have access to the latest
technology, you should leave with ideas you can
put to work on your next investigation. Bring
your curiosity, bring your experience, and
bring your own favorite investigative “hack”
to share. Register and join us as we look at
how no tech, low tech, and high tech can
each have a place in the fire investigator’s
toolbox.

Cost:
$50.00 for Maine Chapter Members.

$60.00 for Non-Maine Chapter Members.
Cancellations must be received 15 business
days prior to the start date of the training.
Cancellations received less than 7 business
days prior to the start date are not entitled to a
refund.

Make all checks payable to:
Maine Chapter l.A.A.l.

Purchase Orders must accompany registration
application.

Mail application to:
Maine Chapter IAAI

P.O. Box 1101
Auburn, ME 04211-1101

Timeline:

Registration 08:30
Class Begins 09:00
Lunch (provided) 12:00
Class Resumes 12:45

CFI Test (optional) 15:30

Message from the Maine Chapter IAAI

The Maine Chapter of the International
Association of Arson Investigators was
formed in 1992 to further the education and
training of fire and arson investigators
throughout the State of Maine. The primary
goal of the organization is to provide
excellent training opportunities for as low a
cost as possible to its members. The
Directors of the Chapter would like your
input as to future training programs you
would like to see or any suggested
instructors for our programs. Please contact
any Director with your needs or
suggestions. Thank You



